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Editorial By Tony Ridler

With the major part of the wet winter behind us (at least I hope so)
we can look forward to the balmy Summer and the rising thermals.
, Žǁ Ğǀ Ğƌ�ĂƐ�/�Ăŵ�ǁ ƌŝƟŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƚŚĞ�D Ğƚ�Žĸ ĐĞ�ŚĂƐ�ũƵƐƚ�ŝƐƐƵĞĚ�Ă�ŵĂũŽƌ�
storm warning. This one is called “Doris”.

/�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ƟƟǀ ĂƟŶŐ�ŵǇ�ŵŽĚĞůƐ�ƌĞĂĚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ �ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌǁ ĂƌĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶƐ͕ �ŵƵƐƚ�ĚŽ�ďĞƩ Ğƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ͘�&Žƌ�ŵŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ�/�ǁ ĂƐ�ƵŶĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŝŶ�
ŵŽƐƚ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶƐ͕ �ŚŽǁ Ğǀ Ğƌ�/�ŵĂĚĞ�Ă�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚƵĐŬŝĞ�ŝŶ�&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ�ǁ ŚĞŶ�/�ŵŽǀ ĞĚ�ƵƉ�
ĨƌŽŵ�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ďŽƩ Žŵ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŽ�Ϯ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ďŽƩ Žŵ͘ �/Ĩ�/�ĐĂŶ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀ Ğ�ŵǇ�ƉŽƐŝƟŽŶƐ�ďǇ�Ϯ-3 plac-
es in the league’s I can make the medals. However everything is rosy before the first comp, 
ŵĂǇ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŽ�ƌĞǀ ŝƐĞ�ŵǇ�ĂƐƉŝƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ůĂƚĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǇĞĂƌ͘

�ŽŶŐƌĂƚƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĐŝƉŝĞŶƚƐ�ŽĨ�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌƐ�ƚƌŽƉŚŝĞƐ�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ƚŽ��ŽůŝŶ�, ƵƚĐŚŝŶƐŽŶ�ǁ ŚŽ�
ƐĞĞŵĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŝŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ds ^&�ŐĂƌŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�/�ŐƵĞƐƐ�ĞŶƟƚůĞƐ�Śŝŵ�
to claim the TVSF All-Rounder of the year.

My thanks to the contributors this issue, only 2
weeks ago it was looking like a very slimmed down
LIFT. My usual scribes came through in the end.
With 65 members I should be inundated with mate-
rial. What about the slope days out?, new projects
on the drawing board?, visits to places of interest?,
ŶĞǁ �ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕ �ŚŽǁ �ĂƌĞ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞƩ ůŝŶŐ�ŝŶ͕ �ǁ ŚĂƚ�ĐĂŶ�
the club do to make you more welcome, just a few
ideas, now put pen to paper (fingers to keyboard). 
Well that’s all for this issue—Fly Safely—Tony

ds ^&��ůƵď�D ĞĞƟŶŐ�' ƵĞƐƚ�̂ ƉĞĂŬĞƌƐ�Θ��ǀ ĞŶƚƐ
�ůƵď�D ĞĞƟŶŐ Topic Speaker
April 04/04/2017 Drones and Aerial Photography D ĂƌŬ��ƵƌƟƐ
May 02/05/2017 �ǀ ŝĂƟŽŶ�, ƵŵĂŶ�&ĂĐƚŽƌƐ Craig Hudson
June 06/06/2017 Full-ƐŝǌĞ�ĂĞƌŽďĂƟĐƐ Jon Welch
July 04/07/2017 D ĂƌƟŶ��ĂŬĞƌ Steve Elkin
Aug 01/08/2017 FPV Quad and other FPV D ĂƌŬ�, ĂƐƟŶŐƐ�
Sept 05/09/2017 Photo Comp Roger Stacey
Oct 10/11/2017 Full size Soaring South Downs Graham Stallard
Nov 07/11/2017 Bring and Buy
Dec 05/12/2017 AGM

The guest speakers are subject to availability.

Looking forward to Wales
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Chairman's Chat
By Graham Stallard

dŚĞ�ƐŚĞĞƉ�ŽŶ��ŝŐ��ĂƌŶ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ŶŽǁ �ŐŽŶĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞŌ�ƵƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ďĞĂƵƟĨƵůůǇ�
‘mown’ field to fly on. Currently good for electric power with wheels. 
dŚĞ�ƚƌĂŝůĞƌ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�ŝŶ�ĨƌŽŶƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ůŽŽŬƐ�ƚŽ�
ďĞĐŽŵĞ�Ă�ƉĞƌŵĂŶĞŶƚ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ͘�WůĞĂƐĞ�ĚŽ�ǇŽƵƌ�ďĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ƉĂƌŬ�ĂƐ�ƟĚŝůǇ�ĂƐ�
possible at the field entrances.

t ŝƚŚŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�>ŝŌ�ǇŽƵ�ǁ ŝůů�Į ŶĚ�Ă�ůŝƐƚ�ŽĨ�ŶŽŶ-ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶ�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�
ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ůŝƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƐƉĞĂŬĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ϮϬϭϳ ͘ ���ĨĞǁ �ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ�̂ ůŽƉĞ��ĂǇ�ŽƵƚ͕ �ƚǁ Ž�
again this year. The club BBQ is at the end of July and will be a different format to previous 
ǇĞĂƌƐ͘ �dŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶƐ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĂǇ�ũƵƐƚ�ƐƉŽƌƚ�ŇǇŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ͛Ɛ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞ͘�

Sunday morning flying has been variable over the winter with cold and wet weather deter-
ƌŝŶŐ�Ăůů�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŬĞĞŶĞƐƚ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ŚĂƉƉĞŶƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĂĚ�ƐƋƵĂĚ�ǁ ŚŽ�ǁ ŝůů�ŇǇ�ŝŶ�ŵŽƐƚ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘ �
They now come to the field to fly from transparent pods (out of the wind and rain) around a 
low-level course of quad FPV racing gates. Rain drops on the lens can be annoying. Flying
ǁ ŝƚŚ�Į ǆĞĚ�ǁ ŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƋƵĂĚƐ�ŝƐ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁ Ğůů�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƋƵĂĚƐ�ŇǇ�ƉƌĞƩǇ�ůŽǁ �ĂŶĚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐŝĮ Đ�
course. It’s also good to talk.

t Ğ�ůŝǀ Ğ�Ăƚ�Ă�ƟŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮ ĐĂŶƚ�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ŵĂŶǇ�ĞůĞĐƚƌŽŶŝĐ�ĚĞǀ ŝĐĞƐ͕ �' Ŵ�ŵŽĚƵůĞƐ͕ �̂ ŽůŝĚ�
State Gyros, micro barometers, micro accelerometers etc. which enable us fly in a way that 
even 10 years ago was the realm of the few or the military. Today we can buy for a few 10’s
of pounds a gyro unit which is small, light, reliable and configurable to stabilise your flight 
ƉĂƚŚ ͘ �K ŶĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŝƐ�ŝŶǀ ĞƐƟŐĂƟŶŐ�ĂĚĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ƐŵĂůůŝƐŚ�̂ �ϱ�ƚŽ�ĞŶŚĂŶĐĞ�ŝƚƐ�ŇŝŐŚƚ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐͲ
ƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ŝŶ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘ �dŚŝƐ�ƉŝƋƵĞĚ�ŵǇ�ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ�ĂƐ�/�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�ŚŽǁ �
such a gyro worked at the electronic level. Watch out for a talk next year on how these de-
vices work their miracle.

dŚĞ�ĂĚǀ ĞŶƚƵƌĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĨƵůů�ƐŝǌĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ͘�, Ăǀ ŝŶŐ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůůǇ�ŇŽǁ Ŷ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůůĂƚĞƌ�ƌŝĚŐĞ�/�ǁ ĂƐ�
keen to fly the Southdown’s. As luck would have it in early November a NW was blowing 
one Sunday and I drove down to Parham and had a check flight with their CFI Duncan Stew-
Ăƌƚ�ŝŶ�Ă�<Ϯϭ͘ �dŚĞ�ǁ ŝŶĚ�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ůĞƐƐ�ƚŚĂŶ�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ďƵƚ�ǁ Ğ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ŇǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ŚŽƵƌ�ĂŶĚ�
ϮϬ�ŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ďŽƚŚ�ƌŝĚŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌŵĂů�ůŝŌ͘ �dŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ĚĂǇ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŝŶĚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƐŵĂĐŬ�ŽŶ�E ŽƌƚŚ ͕ �
15mph, perfect. I was flying a club Discus and released at 1000’ flying towards the slope. Yes 
ƚŚĞ�ůŝŌ�ǁ ĂƐ�ǁ ŽƌŬŝŶŐ͕�ƉŚĞǁ �ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐƵĚĚĞŶůǇ�/�ǁ ĂƐ�ƌƵŶŶŝŶŐ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝĚŐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐůŝŵďŝŶŐ͘�/ƚ�
ǁ ĂƐ�Ă�ƉĞƌĨĞĐƚ�ĚĂǇ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞƌŵĂů�ůŝŌ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŐĂƉƐ�ƚŽ�ŚĞůƉ�ƐƚĂǇ�ƵƉ͘ �/�ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ�ϲ�ůĞŐƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�
, ĂƌƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�>Ğǁ ŝƐ�ĐŽǀ ĞƌŝŶŐ�ϯϰϬ<ŵ�ŝŶ�ϯ�ŚŽƵƌƐ�ϮϯŵŝŶƵƚĞƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŝŶƚĞƌͲ
ĞƐƟŶŐ�ŵŽŵĞŶƚƐ͕ �ŵŽƌĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�KĐƚŽďĞƌ�ƚĂůŬ͘�̂ ĂĚůǇ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ŶŽ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĚĂǇƐ�
ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�E ŽƌƚŚůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ĞǆƉůŽƌŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŌ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�̂ ŽƵƚŚĚŽǁ ŶƐ͛ �ďƵƚ�ĂƐ�ƐŽŽŶ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�
ŝƐ͕ �ůŝĨĞ�ŐŽĞƐ�ŽŶ�ŚŽůĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ƐŽƌƟĞ�ĐŚĞĐŬŝŶŐ�ŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŽƚ�ƐƉŽƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ƐŽĂƌŝŶŐ͘�

As the weather improves get your models out and join us at the field.

Graham
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Diary Dates
Date Day Item Contact

07 Feb Tuesday 20:00 Club Night and indoor Chuckie

07 March Tuesday 20:00 Club Night

12 March Sunday 10:00 -�ϭϰ͗ ϬϬ�̂ ůŽƉĞ��ĞƌŽďĂƟĐƐ JP

26 March Sunday 10:00 - 14:00 Slope Cross Country GS

04 April Tuesday 20:00 Club Night

9 April Sunday 10:00 - 14:00 Slope Spring Spare GS/JP

25 April Tuesday 18:45 Mini Glider L 1 JP/MF

27 April Thursday 10:00 Slope Day out GS

28 April Friday 18:00 - 21:00 eSoaring FNL 1 PW

2 May Tuesday 20:00 Club Night

6—13 May Sat—Sat t ĂůĞƐ�ǁ ĞĞŬ͕�̂ ƉƌŝŶŐ�ŽƵƟŶŐ CM

16 May Tuesday 2017, 18:45 - 21:00 Mini Glider L 2 JP/MF

19 May Friday 18:00 - 21:00 eSoaring FNL 2 PW

23 May Tuesday 19:30 - 21:00 Chuckie Free Flight outdoor JP

27—29 May Sat—Mon BARCS Radio Glide GJ

02 June Friday 18:00 - 21:00 eSoaring FNL 3 PW

6 June Tuesday Club Night

9 June Friday 18:00 - 21:00 eSoaring FNL 4 PW

13 June Tuesday 18:45 - 21:00 Mini Glider L 3 JP/MF

16 June Friday 18:00 - 21:00 eSoaring FNL 5 PW

18 June Sunday 10:00 - 15:00 eSoar Open and 2m GJ/CM

23 June Friday 18:00 - 21:00 eSoaring FNL 6 PW

24 June Saturday 09:00 - 17:00 F3K Open (1) MF

25 June Sunday 10:00 - 15:00 eSoar Open and 2m Reserve GJ/CM

30 June Friday 18:00 - 21:00 eSoaring FNL reserve 1 PW

02 July Sunday 10:00 - 14:00 Field Xcountry eSoar TH

04 July Tuesday 20:00 Club Night at Binfield Club
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Thames Valley Silent Flyers
Annual General Meeting Minutes

6th December 2016 8.00pm – 10.00pm
Attendance No. = 20

1. Apologies:- Phil Hill, Terry Antell, Vic Harris, Andy Paterson, Trevor Hornby,
Peter Woods, Ian Lancaster.

2. Request for Any Other Business (AOB)

A request was made by the chairman, for any other business, there was
no AOB received.

3. Minutes of 2015 AGM

The Minutes of the 2015 AGM, as published in the March 2016 issue of
LIFT, were put to the floor as a true and accurate report of the 2015 AGM.
Proposer- T. Weeks
Seconded-C. Moynihan
For=18 Against= 0 Abstained= 1

4. Matters Arising

There was no other matters arising.

5. Committee Reports:

Secretary: Steve Elkin

The Secretary’s Report:-
During the year, I have managed to attend 11 of the monthly Club meet-
ings, and all the committee meetings. This is my 4th Year, in the position
as the secretary, and it has been a very much an uneventful year as far as
secretarying is concerned, with just the routine minute taking and report
writing of the minutes and sending out emails to the club. I always try to
get down the field every Sunday morning, weather permitting, and I am
happy to carry on in the secretary’s position for 2017, if the club would like
me to.

Membership Secretary: Ian Lancaster

Club membership over the year has been pretty steady, but as you look
around the room, the age of our members is gradually getting older and
older, with no young blood coming into the club. We have 68 members for
2016, so hopefully it will stay the same for 2017, finally I am happy to carry
on as Membership Secretary for 2017.
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Comp Secretary: Colin Hutchinson

It’s quite amazing how each year turns out in terms of the competition, the
field, and the weather. This year seems to have been a good one, at least as
far as the Friday night leagues are concerned. The electric league went
ahead much as normal, but when it came to the Thermal Leagues, the field
became unavailable for a few weeks. During those weeks there was the usu-
al amount of rain, and the grass grew – much to the pleasure of the farmer.
It was duly cut, and then the rains went elsewhere for the whole of the dura-
tion of the league. We even managed to hold one on the very edge of West-
coates, without sustaining any damage despite the close proximity of the
hedges, the barn, and those rather large oak trees along the road.
So this year we have managed to hold all the comps with the exception of the
Thermal Open, and the two sorts of slope racing.
Now why we did not manage the thermal open is surprising, as the Graham
James persistence was never ending. The only thing he did not try was hold-
ing it after dark.
As far as the slope events are concerned, especially the racing comps, there
may be a solution in the offing to improve our number problems.
Next year it may be possible to hold the events if we combine support from
the MVSA and White Sheet, but I guess that will be discussed in at a later
meeting.
Now all that remains is to thank the comp CD’s for their efforts again in 2016:
Peter (The Dizzy Control Line Flyer) Williams.
Graham (Best Talkman Ever) James
Graham (Is that a DG1000) Stallard
John (is that a thermal) Price
Roger (Mr Photograph) Stacy
Mike (Mr Tradition) Fantham
And finally, but not leastly, Trevor (Oh bugger I forgot to switch on) Hornby

And finally, I wish you all a merry Christmas, and good luck with the new
competition secretary next year.

Records and Assets Officer: Graham James

There are two strings to my bow, the records officer and the assets
officer, although the club does not have many asset, we do have 3
electric winches, which are in good working order, thanks to Graham
and Colin. We did have a winch donated when Ken Glynn past away,
which was sold and brought in a £100 to the club. The club does have
a couple of older winches that are no longer used, which I intend to
put for sale on EBay, and bring some more money into the club
“coffers” apart from this, that is all I have to report on this year, thank
you.
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Newsletter Editor: Tony Ridler

Not a lot to report this year, only that I’ve been doing it now for 6 years,
doesn’t time fly when you are enjoying yourself.
I’d like to thank all the article contributors for the material they supply for the
magazine, over the years, and I’m happy to continue in the position for 2017.
Thank you.

Webmaster: Trevor Hornby

The current version of the TVSF web site is now over 5 years old
A few highlights:-
Forum membership is up to 54, although only half of those have been active
in 2016.
The link to the back copies of Lift is now up to issue 77
“Useful links” has had another clean up and reset to 236 links.
Forum, the hottest topic is “who’s up for some sloping” has now has had
261213 hits.
The 2017 calendar has been prepared and is now ready for the web.
There have been no new issues of the handbook this year although there is
an update pending about the field changes.

Behind the scenes

Paul and Keith Vale are still overall design, ownership, web masters and
tech support.
Tony Ridler photos.
Trevor contest results (with Mike), handbook, calendar, links and front
page (with Tony’s help)
If you have not gone to the website recently, I encourage you to take a
look!
Trevor.

Vice Chairman: Chris Moynihan

Vice Chairman’s Report

I’ve managed to attend 10 of the monthly meetings, and chaired 2 in the ab-
sence of the chair, and attended all the committee meetings. I have organized
the 2 Wales trips this year, which does not take an awful amount of time, but
does involve handling quite a bit of money. Obviously I’ve had a heavy in-
volvement with the BMFA, what with meetings and the AGM, which does take
up a lot of my time, but I am happy to carry on the position of Vice Chairman
for 2017.
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Chairman: Graham Stallard

The Chairman’s report.

I’ve managed to attend 10 of the monthly meetings. Including a couple where
I have had to drive down from Birmingham and back to attend, during the
period where I was working up there. The field has been a challenge this
year, with all the no use periods, we do have a plan to do something about
this, but at the moment it is a long way from fruition. I would like to thank club
members for they support in all the venues that have been put on this year,
including gliding at Up-Avon and Lasham, with the Heritage Gliding Museum,
the club BBQ, with thanks to Andy Patterson for his cooking skill to boot, the
days out slope soaring, as a club.
Finally I would like to thank all the committee members for all they effort and
work in keeping the “wheels” of the club well oiled, to make it run smooth and
efficient, thank you again, and I’m happy to carry on as club chairman for
2017.

6. Treasurer Report on Accounts: Richard Thornton
Copies of the years accounts are spread around the room for you to all look
over, as you can see, we have ended up with a surplus balance of £2000,
which is the most I can remember for years, but this was because of the club
being the beneficiary of the money raised by Ken Glynns model auction,
which brought in over £1600. It was decided to keep the yearly subs the
same for 2017, at the committee meeting. The floor was asked if there were
any questions or queries, there was none. The floor was asked to accept the
report as true and actuate, with a proposer and seconded as above, and a
vote was taken, results above.
Acceptance of the Treasurers Report.
Proposer- J.Skinner Seconded-P.Williams
For=18 Against= 0 Abstained= 1

7. Elections of Officers for 2016
For the re-instatement of the existing Officers (excluding Colin Hutchinson)
Proposer- R.Stacey Seconded-C.Learwood
For=11 Against= 0 Abstained= 8

Colin Hutchinson is standing down as the Comp. Secretary and Trevor Horn-
by has said he is prepared to take over the role from Colin, this was put to
the floor, and a vote was taken.
Proposer- C.Learwood Seconded-P.Williams
For=18 Against= 0 Abstained= 1 Trevor’s proposal was carried through.

8. Appoint of Accounts Examiner for 2016
Peter Woods has agreed to carry on in the position for 2017
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9. Subscription for 2017
The committee has proposed to keep the yearly subs at the same rate for
2017, as the bank balance to quite healthy, it does mean that if we were in a
position to rent a new field, we have the funds in place to act.
It was put to the floor if it was happy to keep subs the same as 2016, a vote
was taken, and the results are below.

Proposer- R.Thornton S econded-R.Stacey
For=18 Against= 0 Abstained= 1

10. Proposals/Motions - None

Date of Next AGM 5th December 2017

The Meeting Closed at 9.30pm

�Ŷ�ĞůĚĞƌůǇ�ĐŽƵƉůĞ�ŚĂĚ�ĚŝŶŶĞƌ�Ăƚ�ĂŶŽƚŚĞƌ�ĐŽƵƉůĞΖƐ�ŚŽƵƐĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂŌĞƌ�
ĞĂƟŶŐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŝǀ ĞƐ�ůĞŌ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂďůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ĞŶƚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŬŝƚĐŚĞŶ͘ �dŚĞ�ƚǁ Ž�ŐĞŶƚůĞŵĞŶ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ƚĂůŬŝŶŐ͕�
and one said, 'Last night we went out to a new restaurant and it was really great. I would
recommend it very highly.'

The other man said, 'What is the name of the restaurant?'

The first man thought and thought and finally said, 'What’s the name of that flower you 
give to someone you love? You know, the one that's red and has thorns.'

'Do you mean a rose?'

'Yes, that's the one,' replied the man. He then turned towards the kitchen and yelled, 'Rose,
what's the name of that restaurant we went to last night?'
*************************************************************************

���ƐĞŶŝŽƌ�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�ĞŝŐŚƚǇ-year old buddy: �Ζ̂ Ž�/�ŚĞĂƌ�ǇŽƵΖƌĞ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ŵĂƌͲ
ried?' 'Yep!' 'Do I know her?' 'Nope!' 'This woman, is she good looking?' 'Not really.'

'Is she a good cook?' 'Naw, she can't cook too well.' 'Does she have lots of money?' 'Nope!
Poor as a church mouse.' 'Well, then, is she good in bed?' 'I don't know.

Ζ�Ζt ŚǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽƌůĚ�ĚŽ�ǇŽƵ�ǁ ĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĂƌƌǇ�ŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞŶ͍ ΖΖ��ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƐŚĞ�ĐĂŶ�ƐƟůů�Ěƌŝǀ Ğ͊ Ζ
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^Śƌŝǀ ĞŶŚĂŵ�ĂĞƌŽƚŽǁ �ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�
Saturday 6th August 2016

By Colin Hutchinson

^Śƌŝǀ ĞŶŚĂŵ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŶĞǁ �ĂĞƌŽƚŽǁ �ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞ͕�ďƵƚ�/�ŚĂĚ�ŚĞĂƌĚ�ŐŽŽĚ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�
about this newish venue (a replacement for Siege Cross), so on Saturday 6th
August I made my way down the M4 towards Shrivenham and the Vale of the White Horse
Gliding Centre.

Having checked out the place on Google maps beforehand I was not surprised by the site
when I arrived, but although Google is very handy when finding your way about the country, 
it does not give you the ambience of the place. The site is not that far from the village of
Shrivenham, but you can’t tell that when you are there, it seems absolutely miles from any-
ǁ ŚĞƌĞ͕�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŶŽƚŚŝŶŐ�ďƵƚ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇƐŝĚĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĞ�ŝŶ�Ăůů�ĚŝƌĞĐƟŽŶƐ͘ �

The gliding club that runs the site is small (and needs new members if you are interested),
also hosts an r/c model club, and it was their runway that we were to use. The runway was
on the opposite side of the main glider runway so we had to drive round, before the full size
got underway at 10 o’clock, dump all our stuff, and drive the cars back, then cross back over 
the runway. A bit of a performance to say the least, but there is no parking space on that side

of the field, and it is a full size gliding field 
ĂŌĞƌ�Ăůů͕�ƐŽ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŵƵƐƚ�ƚĂŬĞ�ƉƌĞĐĞĚĞŶĐĞ͘

What this means is that you are flying in 
front of yourself, whilst behind you full-size
ASK 21’s, etc. are taking to the skies. Dan-
gerous, you might think, but so long as you
follow the rules, it has proved quite safe.

Having walked the aerotow walk, and talked
the aerotow talk, I knuckled down and
made some coffee! Then I put my gliders 
together. Then I realised that I was looking
straight at a couple chaps I fly indoors with, 

and that this was their outdoor site, so there was more talking.

Eventually I managed to put the Minimoa, the Fillons Champion, and another plane (yes, I
ĐĂŶ͛ ƚ�ƌĞŵĞŵďĞƌ�ǁ ŚĂƚ�/�ƚŽŽŬͿ͕ �ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŐĞƚ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŇŝŐŚƚƐ�ŝŶ͘ �>ŝŐŚƟƐŚ�ǁ ŝŶĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞƌŵĂůƐ�
ŵĞĂŶƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�D ŝŶŝŵŽĂ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŝŶ�ŚĞƌ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚ͘ ��ƚ�ŽŶĞ�ƐƚĂŐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ�ĂŶ�ŝĐĞĐƌĞĂŵ�ǀ ĂŶ�
arrived, by appointment of course, and I was stuck in a monster thermal, so could not buy ice
cream!!!!!! So, I consoled myself, as the sky was all but empty of gliders, by performing enor-
ŵŽƵƐ�ĐŽŶƐĞĐƵƟǀ Ğ�ůŽŽƉƐ�ƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŽǁ Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƌƵŶǁ ĂǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂǇ�ĚŽǁ Ŷ͘ �K ŶĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŇǇĞƌƐ�
ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞ�ĂŌĞƌ�/�ůĂŶĚĞĚ͕ �͞ zŽƵ�ĞŶũŽǇĞĚ�ƚŚĂƚ͕ �ĚŝĚŶ͛ ƚ�ǇŽƵ͍ ͟ �, Ğ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƌŝŐŚƚ͕ �/�ĚŝĚ͘

As the day progressed I had a go at aertowing my Fillons Champion. Now, bear in mind that
this was designed by Emmanuel Fillons in 1946 for free flight, so r/c was not in his thoughts 

Yes, this is a full size ASK 21
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Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ƟŵĞ͕�ŶĞǀ Ğƌ�ŵŝŶĚ�ŵŽĚĞů�ĂĞƌŽƚŽǁ ŝŶŐ͘�̂ Ž�ǁ ŚĞŶ�/�ĂƐŬĞĚ�ZĂǇ�t ĂƩ Ɛ�ƚŽ�Őŝǀ Ğ�ŵĞ�Ă�ƐůŽǁ �ĂĞƌͲ
ŽƚŽǁ �ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŚŝƐ�ŐŝĂŶƚ��ŝƚĂďƌŝĂ͕ �ŚĞ�ĚŝĚ�ũƵƐƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�;ŚĞ�ŝƐŶ͛ ƚ�ŚĂůĨ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ƉŝůŽƚͿ͘ �&ŝƌƐƚ�ĂƩ ĞŵƉƚ�ůĞĂĚ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�Ă�ŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ůŽŽƉ͕ �ƐŽ�/�ƌĞůĞĂƐĞĚ�ĂůŵŽƐƚ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ǁ Ğ�ŚĂĚ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ͘ �dŚĞ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ĂƩ ĞŵƉƚ�
started OK, because I hand-launched the model behind the tow plane, much to everyone’s
amusement.

However, the prop wash from the large propeller was enough to cause the tailplane to
twist to such an extent that I released at about 150 feet. I then managed to slope soar the
large bank of trees on the opposite side of the runway for a few minutes (I hope you are
reading this Graham James), before landing.

There are a couple more stories I want to
relate from the day. Firstly. I was standing
ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ�

Gordon came by air taxi consuming anoth-
er cup of coffee, and a chap tapped me on 
the shoulder. “Hello”, he said, and I turned
around to see Gordon. “Good heavens, Gor-
don, where did you come from?” “Upavon”
says he. “Got caught out by the stronger
than forecast winds, and couldn’t get back,
so thought I would land here and check you
lot out!” Small world this is we are living in.

The second story is about a 38 kilo glider. Yes, 38 kilos is not a misprint.

You may think a 6.6 meter Nimbus is big, and you would be right it is big, but it is dwarfed
by the Wein built by the Ghost Squadron. The only stat I have is the weight, 38 kilos, but the
pictures say it all. Just look at the number of chaps carrying it back to the pits. If I ever build a
model of that span to fly on the slope I am going to need more than a golf trolley to get it 
there!

KŚ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƌŶŝŶŐ�ŝƚ�ŇĞǁ �ŽŶĐĞ͕�ŵĂŶĂŐŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐƚĂǇ�ĂůŽŌ�ǁ ŚŝůƐƚ�/�ŚĂĚ�ƚŚƌĞĞ�
aerotows. You could say that it has a good glide. Will it be allowed in the thermal open
comps?
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TVSF 2016 Annual trophy presentations

The award evening got off to a good start with a free 
club raffle. Ten prizes totalling £200 were up for grabs. 
^Ğǀ ĞƌĂů�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ǁ ŽŶ�ďǇ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩ ĞĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�
caused much heckling and good humoured banter.

KŶĐĞ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ϮϬϭϲ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶƐ͕ �ŵŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŽƚ͛ Ɛ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�
ǁ ŽŶ�ďǇ��ŽůŝŶ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ŽŶůǇ�ůĞŌ�Ă�ĨĞǁ �ĨŽƌ�ůĞƐƐĞƌ�ŵŽƌƚĂůƐ͘ �
dŚĞƌĞ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŵƵƩ ĞƌĞĚ�ĐŽŵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ůŝŶĞƐ͕ �͞ŵĂǇďĞ�ŚĞ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ĐĂƚĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ŇƵ�
or a similar nasty this year”.

Annual comps

Indoor Chuckie Picton Pot Colin Hutchinson John Price

Hand Launch F/F TRL Cup Peter Williams Colin Hutchinson

Hand Launch R/C Bill Hatton Memorial John Price Colin Hutchinson

Slope Xcountry Lancaster Pot Colin Hutchinson Roger Critchey

100S Moss End Plate Graham James Roger Critchey

Open Moss End Trophy Not Held

Electric Thermal Electric Cup Terry Pelling Graham James

Electric Xcountry Propeller Colin Hutchinson Roger Critchey

F3F Watership Shield Colin Hutchinson Roger Critchey

Slope Aerobatics Kingsclere Cup Graham Stallard Colin Hutchinson
Field Aerobatics Trial Colin Hutchinson John Price

Special Awards

Best National Award Findlay Trophy Mike Fantham
Photo Contest Wasserkuppe Cup Roger Stacey

Leagues

Thermal FNL Moynihan Shield Colin Hutchinson Graham James Peter Willams

Electric FNL Miles Shield Colin Hutchinson Graham James Peter Willams

Mini Glider L The Binfield Bucket Colin Hutchinson John Price Mike Fantham

All Rounders

Thermal All-Rounder Chris James Memorial 1 Colin Hutchinson Peter Williams John Price

Slope All-Rounder Chris James Memorial 2 Colin Hutchinson Roger Critchey Graham Stallard
Electric All-Rounder Bracknell Bowl Colin Hutchinson Peter Williams Graham James

Peter Wood

TVSF All-Rounder Kings Cup Colin Hutchinson Peter Williams Roger Critchey
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Indoor Chuckie— 1st Colin Hutchinson— 2nd John Price

Hand Launch F/F — 1st Peter Williams— 2nd Colin Hutchinson

Hand Launch RC — 1st John Price— 2nd Colin Hutchinson

Cross Country (Slope) — 1st Colin Hutchinson—2nd Roger Critchley
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100s—1st Graham James—2nd Roger Critchley

Electric Thermal—1st Terry Pelling—2nd Graham James

Electric Cross Country —1st Colin Hutchinson—2nd Roger Critchley

F3F —1st Colin Hutchinson—2nd Roger Critchley
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^ůŽƉĞ��ĞƌŽďĂƟĐƐ�—1st Graham Stallard —2nd Colin Hutchinson

&ŝĞůĚ��ĞƌŽďĂƟĐƐ�—1st Colin Hutchinson— John Price

Thermal Friday League—1st Colin Hutchinson—2nd Graham James—3rd Peter Williams
Electric Friday League—1st Colin Hutchinson—2nd Graham James—3rd Peter Williams

�ĞƐƚ�E ĂƟŽŶĂů�WĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ—D ŝŬĞ�&ĂŶƚŚĂŵ�͗�WŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚŝĐ��ŽŵƉĞƟƟŽŶ—Roger Stacey
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Mini Glider League—1st Colin Hutchinson—2nd John Price—3rd Mike Fantham

Thermal All Rounder —1st Colin Hutchinson— 2nd Peter Williams—3rd John Price

Slope All Rounder —1st Colin Hutchinson— 2nd Roger Critchley—3rd Graham Stallard

Electric All Rounder —1st Colin Hutchinson— 2nd Peter Williams—3rd Graham James
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TVSF All Rounder—1st Colin Hutchinson—2nd Peter Williams—3rd Roger Critchley

^ƟĐŬ�Ăƚ�ŝƚ�ƉƌŝǌĞ�ĨƌŽŵ��ŽůŝŶ WƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�dĞĂŵ

Electric All Rounder —equal 3rd Peter Wood �ĞƐƚ�E ĂƟŽŶĂů��ǁ ĂƌĚ��- Mike Fantham
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Wales 2016
By Roger Stacey

The shots of the 142” span Medicine Man, designed by Roger Pullen
(made by Clive Learwood circa early 70s) �dŚĞ�ƉůĂŶ�ŝƐ�ƐƟůů�Ăǀ ĂŝůĂďůĞ�ĨƌŽŵ�
D ǇŚŽďďǇƐƚŽƌĞƐ�ǁ ĞďƐŝƚĞ͊ �/ƚ ͛ Ɛ�ĂŶ�ĞŶůĂƌŐĞĚ�ǀ ĞƌƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϬϬ̂ ��ŚŝĞŌĂŝŶͿ͘

The Supra was flown by Graham James (2016 hotship!)

The two photos of my Reiher were taken by Colin H.

dŚĞ�ďŝƌĚƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ƚĂŬĞŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŶǁ Ǉ�ĞƐƚƵĂƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽǁ Ɛ�ŚĞƌŽŶƐ͕ �ůŝƩ ůĞ�ĞŐƌĞƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽŶĞ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�
white egret. (included for Colin).

Medicine Man
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^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�D ƵůƟĐůƵď�ĚĂǇ�ŽƵƚ
Photo’s by Ken White of MVSA
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Handbook Update
The online handbook has been updated. You can find it at ŚƩ Ɖ͗ ͬ ͬ ǁ ǁ ǁ ͘ ƚǀ ƐĨ ͘ ĐŽ͘ ƵŬon the page
“ABOUT US", The Club.
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MUSS’s on the slope
An enjoyable day with a 6 MUSS turn out (no locals).. Graham J, and Barry (both virgins to

Knap Hill) Peter, John, Colin and me.

The forecast kept changing for 48 hrs but eventually gave us South with the odd shower
ďĞƚǁ ĞĞŶ�ϭϭ͗ ϬϬ�ĂŶĚ�ϭϱ͗ ϬϬ͘�t Ğ�ĚƌŽǀ Ğ�ĂůŽŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�D ϰ�ƐƟůů�ŶŽƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĐŽŶĮ ĚĞŶƚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĂŝŶ�ŚĂŵͲ
pered the driving, however it turned out to be true with one light shower when we flew and 
one at 15:30 just as we got back to the cars..

What a great day.

^Ğǀ ĞƌĂů�ƐĐĂůĞ�ũŽďƐ͕ �ƐĞǀ ĞƌĂů�&ϯ&ΖĞƌƐ͕ �Ă�ĐŽƵƉůĞ�ŽĨ�D ƵůƟĨƵŶΖƐ͕ �ƐŽŵĞ�ĂĞƌŽďĂƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ϲϬ͟ ƋƵŽƚ͖ �ƌĂĐͲ
ĞƌƐ͘ ͘ ͘ �Ă�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ĚŝƐƉůĂǇ�ĂŶĚ�Ăƚ�ƟŵĞƐ�ƋƵŝƚĞ�Ă�ĐƌŽǁ ĚĞĚ�ƐŬǇ͘

i-MUSS (Trev)
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The Hornbys clean up
Vic Thomas

Yet again the Chuckie comp took place at the Feb-
ƌƵĂƌǇ�͛ϭϳ ��ůƵď�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƵƐƵĂů�ďƌĞĂƚŚůĞƐƐ�
enthusiasm. This year we had 10 brave souls to po-
ƚĞŶƟĂůůǇ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĨŽŽůƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀ ĞƐ�ďƵƚ�ŶŽ�ŽŶĞ�ĚŝĚ�
ĂŶĚ�ƐŽ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ŝƐ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ƚŽ�ůĂƵŐŚ�Ăƚ͘

For such a simple format, there is a surprising
amount of “management” on the night. In order,
ŶŽƚ�ƚŽ�ƌƵŶ�ŝŶƚŽ�t ĞĚŶĞƐĚĂǇ�ŵƵĐŚ�ŐĞĞŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ŝƐ�ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ǀ ŽůƵŶƚĞĞƌƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƟŵŝŶŐ͕�
ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌ�ŝŶƉƵƚ�ĂŶĚ���ŝŶŐ͘��D Ǉ�ƚŚĂŶŬƐ�ƚŽ��ŽůŝŶ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌ͕�:ŽŚŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƟŵŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�dƌĞǀ Žƌ�
ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͕ ��ƐĞƫ ŶŐ�ƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�ĐůĞĂƌŝŶŐ�ƵƉ͘ ��

�Ɛ�ŝŵƉůŝĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƟƚůĞ�dƌĞǀ Žƌ�ǁ ŽŶ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ĞĚ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶĂďůǇ�ĐůŽƐĞůǇ�ďǇ��ŚƌŝƐ͘ ��dƌĞǀ Žƌ͛Ɛ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�
spilled out the results almost as quickly as the info was keyed in, with a suspicious mind one
could say that the program was designed to this end, but perish the thought!

dŚĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ǇĞĂƌ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�Ăůů�ĐŽŶǀ ĞŶƟŽŶĂů͕�ƚŚĞ�ŽŶůǇ�ǀ ĂƌŝĂƟŽŶƐ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ƐƚƌĂŝŐŚƚ�Žƌ�ƉŽůǇŚĞĚƌĂů�
ǁ ŝŶŐƐ͕ �ĂŶĚ�ƚŽ�Ă�ůĞƐƐĞƌ�ĞǆƚĞŶƚ͕ �ƐŝǌĞ͘��dŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ�ƌĞƐƵůƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�ĚĂŵĂŐĞ͕�ĞŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
models or the spectators, but fairly low scores. The usual culprits, Colin Hutchinson was ab-
sent, John Price on the watch, and even Peter Williams seemed slightly “off song” although 
ŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚƵƌĂƟŽŶ͘

Chris Hornby certainly seems to have the Distance task cracked, he scored three 12s and
ƚǁ Ž�ϭϭƐ͕ �ŽŶůǇ�ZŽŐĞƌ�, ĞŶĚĞƌƐŽŶ�ŐĞƫ ŶŐ�ŶĞĂƌ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ϵϬй ͘ ��dŚĞ��ƵƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚĂƐŬ͕�ƐŝŵŝůĂƌůǇ�Ă�, ŽƌŶďǇ�
success, with Trevor being the only one achieving three flights at over 4 seconds. This task is 
the best for the spectators
as a good flight, perhaps a 
couple of circles, takes a
great deal of skill in trim-
ming, taking into account
the problems of avoiding
the furniture and specta-
tors.  Several flights extract-
ĞĚ�ĂƉƉƌĞĐŝĂƟǀ Ğ�ƌŽƵŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�
applause. Again, as is usual,
Peter ran him a close sec-
ond with 81%.

dŚĞ�Į ŶĂů�ƌĞƐƵůƚ�ĂŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�
two rounds was Trevor first 
with 181%, Chris second
with 167% and Barry Hood
third with 150%. All very
well done.



March 2017 LIFT Issue 83 Page 26

Just a few footnotes from Trevor...
I would like to thank Vic - the note pad -Thomas, Colin - the PC - Davis .. and John -the stop
watch- Price who
all helped to keep things
running
It was a shame two of
our previous winners
ǁ ĞƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ĐŽŵƉĞƟŶŐ�
John P and Colin H, how-
ever a turnout of 10 was
the best for a few years.
I have included a roll of
honour as far back as I
can trace (15 years)
which adds a bit of inter-
est John Price has won 6
ƟŵĞƐ͘ ͘
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The Contestants

Trevs winning model

Barry Hood Tony Ridler
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Chris
Hornby Peter Wood

WĞƚĞƌ�t ŝůůŝĂŵƐ�ŝŶ�ĂĐƟŽn

Peter WŽŽĚ�ĐŽŶĐĞŶƚƌĂƟŶŐ
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&ŝŐŚƟŶŐ�' ůŝĚĞƌƐ�WĂƌƚ�Ϯ
Vic Thomas

/Ŷ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĂĨĞŶŝŶŐ�ƌĞĂĐƟŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŵǇ�ƉƌĞǀ ŝŽƵƐ�ƉŝĞĐĞ͕�ŚĞƌĞǁ ŝƚŚ�
some more...

To try to avoid war stories perhaps we should concentrate on the
ŐůŝĚĞƌƐ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀ ĞƐ͘ ��dŚĞ��ƌŝƟƐŚ�ŐůŝĚĞƌ�Ğī Žƌƚ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĂůŝƐĂƟŽŶ�
that the “impregnable” Fort Eben Emael, part of the inter war defence on the Belgian/ Ger-
man border, had been overrun very easily by a well-placed glider based force.

�ŚƵƌĐŚŝůů�ŽƌĚĞƌĞĚ�Ă�ϱ͕ ϬϬϬ�ŵĂŶ�ĂŝƌďŽƌŶĞ�ĨŽƌĐĞ�ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�Ă�ŐůŝĚĞƌ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵŵĞ͕�
ďĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ƚŚĞ��ƌŝƟƐŚ�ŚĂĚ�ŶŽ�ƉŽǁ ĞƌĞĚ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ�ĐĂƉĂďůĞ�ŽĨ�ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ŵĞŶ͘ ��/Ŷ�
ƚŚƌĞĞ�ǇĞĂƌƐ��ƌŝƟƐŚ�ŐůŝĚĞƌ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ͕ �ĨƌŽŵ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ŶŽŶ-existent, was phenomenal.

dŚĞ��ƌŝƟƐŚ�, ĂĚƌŝĂŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂĐƚƵĂůůǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�
t ĂĐŽ͘ ��t ŚŝůƐƚ�ƉŝůŽƚƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ƌŝƟƐŚ�' ůŝĚĞƌ�WŝůŽƚ�
Regiment preferred the Horsa, the Hadrian
proved invaluable in terms of glider resources.
740 were procured from the Americans, pri-
marily for troop transport.

dŚĞ�, ĂŵŝůĐĂƌ͕�Ă�ŵŽŶƐƚĞƌ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ͕ �ďƵŝůƚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�
Allies, was based on the reasoning that such a
glider would be needed for the transport of
ƚĂŶŬƐ͕ �ůĂƌŐĞ�ŐƵŶƐ͕ �ǀ ĞŚŝĐůĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŵŵƵŶŝƟŽŶ͘ ��

A half size flying model was designed and 
built by a team of engineers, technicians and
ĚƌĂŌƐŵĞŶ�ďĂĐŬĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐ�Ăƚ�Z���&ĂƌŶͲ
ďŽƌŽƵŐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�E ĂƟŽŶĂů�WŚǇƐŝĐĂů�>ĂďŽƌĂƚŽƌǇ͘��

/ƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ǁ ŝŶĚ�ƚƵŶŶĞů�ƚĞƐƚĞĚ͕ �ƉƌŽǀ ĞĚ�ƐĂƟƐĨĂĐƚŽͲ
ƌǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�' ĞŶĞƌĂů��ŝƌĐƌĂŌ�ďƵŝůƚ�Ă�ĨƵůů�ƐŝǌĞ�ǀ ĞƌƐŝŽŶ͘ ��
/ƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ǁ ŽŽĚĞŶ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ�ďƵŝůƚ�ŝŶ�t t �
11 and required a wing loading far greater than
anything previously contemplated for a glider.

It had a wingspan of 110 feet and a wing area
of 1,657 square feet, the wing spars were lami-
nated plywood, and plywood webs. A nose-
opening door enabled the loading, and more
importantly, unloading of the payload, within
ϭϱ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ůĂŶĚŝŶŐ͘��dŚĞ�ĞŶŐŝŶĞƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ǁ ŚŝůƐƚ�ƐƟůů�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Ăŝƌ͘���/ƚƐ�Ăůů-up weight was
36,000 llbs. and needed a souped-up Halifax to tow it. In all, 412 were built and they saw
service in Normandy, Wesel and Arnhem.

Hadrian

Horsa

Hamilcar
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A later development was the Ha-
milcar X, a very successful twin pow-
ered aeroplane.

The Hengist, built by Slingsby, “a
ƉƌĞƩǇ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ͟ ͕ �ĚĞůŝǀ ĞƌĞĚ�ŝŶ�ůĂƚĞ�
1942. Again, it was wood through-
out, with a wingspan of 80 feet, with
a capacity for 15 troops. Flaps were
incorporated in the trailing edges,
actuated by a scoop driving air into a
bellows. The undercarriage had
ďƌĂŬĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ũĞƫ ƐŽŶĞĚ͘ ����Ɛ�
seems normal there were two pilots
and their reports were that control
was good with the pilots able to fly 
with one hand. Maximum airspeed
was 160 mph with a stall speed of 45
mph.

The Horsa previously described in
WĂƌƚ�ϭ͕ �ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ůŽŽŬ�ůŝŬĞ�Ă�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
the London Underground Railway,
and the comment was made that
even the cockpit controls were mas-
ƚĞƌƉŝĞĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽŽĚǁ ŽƌŬĞƌ͛Ɛ�ƐŬŝůů͘��/ƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŝŶƚĞŶĚĞĚ�Ăƚ�ŽŶĞ�ƟŵĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚŽǁ ĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ͕ �
allowing the paratroopers to parachute out and to return the glider to base. Perhaps an
ĞĂƌůǇ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ�ŽĨ�ƌĞĐǇĐůŝŶŐ͕�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌůǇ�ŝŶ�ǀ ŝĞǁ �ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆĐĞůůĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ŽŽĚǁ ŽƌŬ͘

And finally, the Hotspur, the first 
glider produced by the Allies, frail in
comparison to the enormous
transport gliders covered above. It
was intended for one flight only- to
be completely expendable. It had a
wingspan of 62 feet. Later marks
ǁ ĞƌĞ�ĐŚĂŶŐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĚƌŽƉ�ƉĂƌĂĐŚƵƟƐƚƐ�
and yet later, a twin Hotspur with
two fuselages, soon to be discarded,
only one was built.

^ŚŽƵůĚ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ǁ ŝƐŚ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƌƐƵĞ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŵĂƩ ĞƌƐ�ĨƵƌƚŚĞƌ�ŵǇ�ƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ͕�&ŝŐŚƟŶŐ�' ůŝĚĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�
World War ll and Silent Invaders. 

Hamilcar X

Hengist

Hotspur

reg user
Stamp
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Flying from Shropshire to
Hampshire via Weatherspoon's

to an orifice!
By Colin Hutchinson

So there I am in the
Carpet Museum at
Kidderminster, having an hour or two to
waste before the return journey to Brid-
genorth on the Severn Valley Railway steam
ƚƌĂŝŶ͕ �ĂŶĚ�/�ƐĞĞ�Ă�ƉŽƐƚĞƌ�ƌĞůĂƟŶŐ�ƚŽ�t ĞĂƚŚͲ
erspoon's pub carpets.

Now, if you are like me and enjoy a good
ƉŝŶƚ�ŽĨ�ďŝƩ Ğƌ�ďĞĞƌ͕�̂ ƉŽŽŶƐ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŐŽŽĚ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ƚŽ�
buy it, as the prices are low and the variety
seemingly endless. The poster told me that
each carpet in a Weatherspoon's pub is
unique to that pub, and that a writer called
<ŝƚ��ĂůĞƐƐ�ŚĂĚ�ǁ ƌŝƩ ĞŶ�Ă�ďŽŽŬ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ŝƚ�– yeah,
any excuse to visit all the Spoons pubs!

�ŶǇǁ ĂǇ͕�ǁ ŚĂƚ�;/�ŚĞĂƌ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƐŬͿ�ŚĂƐ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƚŽ�ĚŽ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ŇǇŝŶŐ͕�ŐůŝĚŝŶŐ͕�Žƌ�ĂŶǇƚŚŝŶŐ�ĂĞƌŽŶĂƵƟĐĂů͍ �
Well, the answer is quite simple, but surprising nevertheless.
On returning from my hols I Googled the fact that each Wetherspoons carpet was unique,
ĂŶĚ�ƚƵƌŶĞĚ�ƵƉ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ďŝƚ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘

The Tilly Shilling in Farnborough, Hampshire, has
a rather curious door mat of what looks like a
ŵĂƌŬ�s �̂ ƉŝƞŝƌĞ͘�dŚĞ�ƉƵď�ŶĂŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽŽƌ�ŵĂƚ�
celebrate the fact that Beatrice (Tilly) Shilling
ǁ ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĂĞƌŽŶĂƵƟĐĂů�ĞŶŐŝŶĞĞƌ͕�ĂŶĚ that she was
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ĐŽƌƌĞĐƟŶŐ�Ă�ƐĞƌŝŽƵƐ�ĚĞĨĞĐƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
Merlin engines.
During the �ĂƩ ůĞ�ŽĨ�&ƌĂŶĐĞand �ĂƩ ůĞ�ŽĨ��ƌŝƚͲ
ain in 1940, RAF pilots discovered a serious
problem in fighter planes with Merlin engines, such as the Hurricane and ^ƉŝƞŝƌĞ͘�t ŚĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉůĂŶĞ�ďĞŐĂŶ�Ă�Ěŝǀ Ğ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐƵůƟŶŐŶĞŐĂƟǀ Ğ�Ő-force ǁ ŽƵůĚ�ŇŽŽĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶŐŝŶĞΖƐ�ĐĂƌďƵƌĞƩ Žƌ͕�ĐĂƵƐͲ
ing the engine to stall.

reg user
Stamp

reg user
Stamp

reg user
Stamp
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German fighters used ĨƵĞů�ŝŶũĞĐƟŽŶ engines and did not have this problem. So in combat, a
' ĞƌŵĂŶ�Į ŐŚƚĞƌ�ĐŽƵůĚ�Ğǀ ĂĚĞ�Ă�ƉƵƌƐƵŝŶŐ�Z�&�Į ŐŚƚĞƌ�ďǇ�ŇǇŝŶŐ�Ă�ŶĞŐĂƟǀ Ğ�Ő�ŵĂŶŽĞƵǀ Ğƌ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�
the RAF plane couldn't follow.
Shilling devised the R.A.E. restrictor to solve this problem. It was a small metal disc with a
ŚŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŝĚĚůĞ͕�Į Ʃ ĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶŐŝŶĞΖƐ�ĐĂƌďƵƌĞƩ Žƌ͘�dŚĞ�ĚŝƐŬ�ůŝŵŝƚĞĚ�ŵĂǆŝŵƵŵ�ĨƵĞů�ŇŽǁ �
and prevented flooding. By March 1941, she had led a small team on a tour of RAF fighter 
bases, installing the devices in their Merlin engines.
dŚĞ�ƌĞƐƚƌŝĐƚŽƌ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŝŵŵĞŶƐĞůǇ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƌ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ƉŝůŽƚƐ͕ �ǁ ŚŽ�Ăī ĞĐƟŽŶĂƚĞůǇ�ŶĂŵĞĚ�ŝƚ�ΖD ŝƐƐ�̂ ŚŝůůŝŶŐΖƐ�
ŽƌŝĮ ĐĞΖ�Žƌ�ƐŝŵƉůǇ�ƚŚĞ�ΖdŝůůǇ�ŽƌŝĮ ĐĞ͘Ζ�/ƚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƵƐĞ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƐƚŽƉ-ŐĂƉ�ƵŶƟů�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�
the ƉƌĞƐƐƵƌĞ�ĐĂƌďƵƌĞƩ Žƌin 1943.
A quite remarkable woman, Shilling was born at Waterlooville, Hampshire, the daughter of a
ďƵƚĐŚĞƌ͘��ƚ�ĂŐĞ�ϭϰ͕ �ƐŚĞ�ďŽƵŐŚƚ�ŚĞƌƐĞůĨ�Ă�ŵŽƚŽƌĐǇĐůĞ͕�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ƐŚĞ�ƟŶŬĞƌĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ ͘ �̂ ŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ĂůͲ
ready determined to become an engineer. �ŌĞƌ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƟŶŐ�ƐĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ�ƐĐŚŽŽů͕�ƐŚĞ�ǁ ŽƌŬĞĚ�
for an electrical engineering company for three years, installing wiring and generators. Her
employer, Margaret Partridge, encouraged her to study electrical engineering at
the University of Manchester; she received a bachelor's degree in 1932 and stayed on for a
year to get a Master of Science degree in mechanical engineering. Jobs were hard to find in 
the Depression; she worked as a research assistant for Professor G. F. Mucklow at
the hŶŝǀ ĞƌƐŝƚǇ�ŽĨ��ŝƌŵŝŶŐŚĂŵ͘ �/Ŷ�ϭϵϯϲ�ƐŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŚŝƌĞĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƐĐŝĞŶƟĮ Đ�Žĸ ĐĞƌ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞRoyal Air-
ĐƌĂŌ��ƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ�;Z��Ϳ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞǀ ĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ĂŐĞŶĐǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞRoyal Air Force (RAF)
in Farnborough, Hampshire.
^ŚĞ�ǁ ŽƌŬĞĚ�Ăƚ�ZŽǇĂů��ŝƌĐƌĂŌ��ƐƚĂďůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚ�ƵŶƟů�ŚĞƌ�ƌĞƟƌĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϲϵ ͘ �
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�ůƵď�ĂĐƟǀ ŝƟĞƐ�ŝŶ�ϮϬϭϳ

Month Date Event Contact
April 27-Apr-17 Slope Day out Graham Stallard
May 27-May-17 BARCS Radio Glide Graham James
June TBA Day flying full size Gordon Walker/Graham Stallard
July 30-Jul-17 Club BBQ and fun flying 

(No Comp) Club
Aug 26-Aug-17 E ĂƟŽŶĂůƐ BMFA
Sept 05-Sep-17 Photo Comp Roger Stacey
Sept 07-Sep-17 Slope Day out Graham Stallard
Dec 14-Dec-17 Club Curry Night Graham Stallard

��ŵĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�ŵŝŶĞ�ƌĞĐĞŶƚůǇ�ĂĚŵŝƩ ĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďĞŝŶŐ�ĂĚĚŝĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ďƌĂŬĞ�ŇƵŝĚ͘ When I quizzed him
ŽŶ�ŝƚ�ŚĞ�ƌĞĐŬŽŶĞĚ�ŚĞ�ĐŽƵůĚ�ƐƚŽƉ�ĂŶǇ�ƟŵĞ͘ ͘ ͘ ͘

A new Middle East crisis erupted last night as Dubai Television was refused permission
to broadcast 'The Flintstones'. A spokesman for the channel said. "A claim was made
that people in Dubai would not understand the humour, but we know for a fact that
people in Abu Dhabi Do".



March 2017 LIFT Issue 83 Page 34

Some early history of Radio Control
In 1894, the first example of wirelessly controlling at a distance was during a demonstra-

ƟŽŶ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ƌŝƟƐŚ�ƉŚǇƐŝĐŝƐƚ Oliver Lodge, in which he made use of a Branly's coherer to make
a mirror galvanometer move a beam of light when an ĞůĞĐƚƌŽŵĂŐŶĞƟĐ�ǁ Ăǀ Ğǁ ĂƐ�ĂƌƟĮ ĐŝĂůůǇ�
generated. This was further refined by Guglielmo Marconi and William Preece, at a demon-
ƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŽŽŬ�ƉůĂĐĞ�ŽŶ��ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ�ϭϮ͕ �ϭϴϵϲ ͕ �Ăƚ�dŽǇŶďĞĞ�, Ăůů�ŝŶ�>ŽŶĚŽŶ͕ �ŝŶ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞǇ�
ŵĂĚĞ�Ă�ďĞůů�ƌŝŶŐ�ďǇ�ƉƵƐŚŝŶŐ�Ă�ďƵƩ ŽŶ�ŝŶ�Ă�ďŽǆ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ ĂƐ�ŶŽƚ�ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ĂŶǇ�ǁ ŝƌĞƐ͘

/Ŷ�ϭϴϵϴ͕�Ăƚ�ĂŶ�ĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶ�Ăƚ Madison Square Garden, Nikola Tes-
la demonstrated a small unmanned boat that was radio controlled.
In a bit of showmanship, Tesla entertained the audience to make it
seem that the boat could apparently obey commands from the audi-
ĞŶĐĞ�ďƵƚ�ŝƚ ͕ �ǁ ĂƐ�ŝŶ�ĨĂĐƚ͕ �ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ�ďǇ�dĞƐůĂ�ŝŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ǀ ĞƌďĂů�
requests and sending appropriate frequencies to tuned circuits in
the boat.

John Hays Hammond Jr is regarded as the father of radio control
ĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĂƉƉƌĞŶƟĐĞ�ŽĨ�dŚŽŵĂƐ��ĚŝƐŽŶ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�
twelve. Hammond was a close friend of Tesla and they performed
experiments together in his lab located in his castle. He learned a
great deal from his exposure to Tesla. Tesla was granted a
US patent ŽŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝŶǀ ĞŶƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�:ƵůǇ�ϭ͕ �ϭϴϵϴ͘

In 1903, the Spanish engineer Leonardo Torres y Queve-
do presented the "Telekino" at the Paris Academy of Science, and
was granted a patent in France, Spain, Great Britain and the United
States. In 1904, Bat, a Windermere steam launch, was controlled
using experimental radio control by its inventor, Jack Kitchen.

In 1909 the French inventor Gabet demonstrated what he called
his "Torpille Radio-�ƵƚŽŵĂƟƋƵĞΗ͕�Ă�ƌĂĚŝŽ-controlled torpedo.

In 1917, Archibald Low as head of the RFC Experimental Works, was the first person to use 
ƌĂĚŝŽ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůůǇ�ŽŶ�ĂŶ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ͘

In the 1920s, various radio-ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ�ƐŚŝƉƐ�ǁ ĞƌĞ�ƵƐĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂǀ Ăů�ĂƌƟůůĞƌǇ�ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͘�/Ŷ�
ϭϵϮϮ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ŽďƐŽůĞƚĞ͕�h^�E Ăǀ Ǉ�ďĂƩ ůĞƐŚŝƉUSS Iowa became the first of these target ships. Radio
control gear, developed by the radio engineer John Hays Hammond, Jr., was installed before
her sinking in gunnery exercise in March 1923.

The Soviet Red Army used remotely controlled teletanks during the 1930s in the Winter
War against Finland A teletank is controlled by radio from a control tank at a distance of 500
–ϭ͕ ϱϬϬ�ŵ͕ �ƚŚĞ�ƚǁ Ž�ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵƟŶŐ�Ă telemechanical group.

In the 1930s, the United Kingdom developed the radio-controlled Queen Bee, a remotely
ĐŽŶƚƌŽůůĞĚ�ƵŶŵĂŶŶĞĚ�dŝŐĞƌ�D ŽƚŚ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ�ĨŽƌ�ĂŇĞĞƚΖƐ�ŐƵŶŶĞƌǇ�Į ƌŝŶŐ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͘�dŚĞQueen
Bee was superseded by the similarly named Queen Wasp, a purpose-ďƵŝůƚ͕ �ƚĂƌŐĞƚ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ�ŽĨ�
higher performance.

In 1898, Tesla demonstrated
a radio-controlled boat (U.S.
Patent 613,809 —Method of
an Apparatus for Controlling
Mechanism of Moving Vehi-
cle or Vehicles).
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Wave Soaring
By Graham Stallard

dŚŝƐ�ĂƌƟĐůĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵďũĞĐƚ�ŽĨ�ŽƵƌ�̂ ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ĐůƵď�ŶŝŐŚƚ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐ�ƚĂůŬ�ďǇ�
Graham. (ED)

THE WEIGHT OF AIR

 Which is heavier

 A cubic meter of Dry Air or

 A cubic meter of Air with water vapour?

 Dry air is 1.29Kg/M³

 �ĞƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƌĞůĂƟǀ Ğ�ŚƵŵŝĚŝƚǇ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌ�ǀ ĂƉŽƵƌ�Ăŝƌ�ŝƐ�ůŝŐŚƚĞƌ͘

 N nitrogen 14.006 43

 O oxygen15.999 03

 H hydrogen 1.007 84

How Wave is Created

 ��ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŝŶĐŝĚĞ�ƚŽ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�t Ăǀ Ğ�ůŝŌ�ƐŽŵĞƟŵĞ�ŬŶŽǁ �ĂƐ�D ŽƵŶƚĂŝŶ�
Lee Waves

 First explored in 1933 by soaring pilots but not much known about this phenomena
even by 1940’s

 An example of wave is how water flows over a stone in a stream or canoe slalom 
course. A standing wave is created.

�ŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ƚŽ��ƌĞĂƚĞ�t Ăǀ Ğ

 ��ůĂǇĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƵŶƐƚĂďůĞ�Ăŝƌ�ŵŽǀ ŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ϭϱ�ŬŶŽƚƐ�Žƌ�ŵŽƌĞ͘�hƉ�ƚŽ�ϰ͕ϬϬϬ�Ō͘

 Then a layer of stable air

 Then a further layer of unstable air with increasing wind speed.

 A geographical trigger.

 The air needs to be
laminar (smooth)

 Differing layers of air 
do NOT readily mix.

How Wave is Created
The Foehn Gap
The physics of air
t ŚŝĐŚ�ůĞĂĚƐ�ƚŽ�>ĞŶƟĐƵůĂƌ�
clouds
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>ĞŶƟĐƵůĂƌ��ůŽƵĚƐ
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>ĞŶƟĐƵůĂƌ��ůŽƵĚƐ��ŽŵĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŽ
>ĞŶƟĐƵůĂƌ�ĐůŽƵĚƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌ�ǀ ĂƉŽƵƌ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�Ăŝƌ�ƌĞĂĐŚĞƐ�ĚĞǁ �ƉŽŝŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞĂĚŝŶŐ�
edge, normally at the top of the wave, and creates a cloud.
The cloud then returns to water vapour on the lee of the cloud in the down going air.

>ĞŶƟĐƵůĂƌ�ĐůŽƵĚƐ�ŝŶ�ĂĐƟŽŶ
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Now you see it!

Landing
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Mountain Soaring in Northern Spain (Jaca)

�ǀ ĞƌǇ�ƟŵĞ�/�ŇǇ�ĂŶĚ�Ăŵ�ĨŽƌĐĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŵŽǀ Ğ�ŵǇ�ƐŚŽĞƐ͕ �/Ζŵ�ŐƌĂƚĞĨƵů�ZŝĐŚĂƌĚ�ZĞŝĚ�ŝƐ�ŶŽƚ�ŬŶŽǁ Ŷ�
as the Underwear Bomber.
—��ŽƵŐůĂƐ�D ĂŶƵĞů͕�ĂĞƌŽƐƉĂĐĞ�ĞǆĞĐƵƟǀ Ğ�ƌĞŐĂƌĚƐ�ĂŝƌƉŽƌƚ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ

The odds against there being a bomb on a plane are a million to one, and against two
ďŽŵďƐ�Ă�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ƟŵĞƐ�Ă�ŵŝůůŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ŽŶĞ͘�EĞǆƚ�ƟŵĞ�ǇŽƵ�ŇǇ͕�ĐƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĚĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚĂŬĞ�Ă�ďŽŵď͘
— Benny Hill

�ŽƚŚ�ŽƉƟŵŝƐƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĞƐƐŝŵŝƐƚƐ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽĐŝĞƚǇ͘�dŚĞ�ŽƉƟŵŝƐƚ�ŝŶǀ ĞŶƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂĞƌŽƉůĂŶĞ͕�
the pessimist the parachute.
— George Bernard Shaw
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Two Famous Pilots
Captain Eric Melrose "Winkle" Brown ,

CBE, DSC, AFC, Hon FRAeS, RN (21 January 1919 – 21 February
ϮϬϭϲͿ�ǁ ĂƐ�Ă��ƌŝƟƐŚ Royal Navy officer and test pilot who flew 487 
Ěŝī ĞƌĞŶƚ�ƚǇƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ͕ �ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ĂŶǇŽŶĞ�ĞůƐĞ�ŝŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ͘ He
was also the most-decorated pilot in the history of the Royal Navy.

Brown holds the world record for the most ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ�ĐĂƌƌŝĞƌdeck
take-Žī Ɛ�ĂŶĚ�ůĂŶĚŝŶŐƐ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚ�;Ϯ͕ ϰϬϳ �ĂŶĚ�Ϯ͕ Ϯϳ ϭ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƟǀ ĞͲ
ly) ĂŶĚ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀ ĞĚ�ƐĞǀ ĞƌĂů�ΗĮ ƌƐƚƐΗ�ŝŶ�ŶĂǀ Ăů�Ăǀ ŝĂƟŽŶ͕ �ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�
Į ƌƐƚ�ůĂŶĚŝŶŐƐ�ŽŶ�ĂŶ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ�ĐĂƌƌŝĞƌ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƚǁ ŝŶ-ĞŶŐŝŶĞ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ͕ �ĂŶ�
ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă tricycle undercarriage, a jet propelled ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ͕ �ĂŶĚ�
rotary-ǁ ŝŶŐ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ͘

He also flew almost every category of Royal Navy and RAF air-
ĐƌĂŌ͗ �ŐůŝĚĞƌ͕�Į ŐŚƚĞƌ͕�ďŽŵďĞƌ͕�ĂŝƌůŝŶĞƌ͕�ĂŵƉŚŝďŝĂŶ͕ �ŇǇŝŶŐ�ďŽĂƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞůŝĐŽƉƚĞƌ͘��ƵƌŝŶŐWorld
t Ăƌ�//͕�ŚĞ�ĂůƐŽ�ŇĞǁ �ŵĂŶǇ�ƚǇƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĐĂƉƚƵƌĞĚ�' ĞƌŵĂŶ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ͕ �ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŶĞǁ �ũĞƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌŽĐŬĞƚ�
planes. He was a pioneer of jet technology into the post-war era.

Charles Elwood "Chuck" Yeager

(/ˈjeɪɡər/; born February 13, 1923) is a former United States Air
Force general officer and record-ƐĞƫ ŶŐtest pilot. In 1947, he be-
came the first pilot confirmed to have exceeded the speed of
sound in level flight.

Yeager's career began in World War II as a private in the United
States Army Air Forces. �ŌĞƌ�ƐĞƌǀ ŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�ĂŶ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ�ŵĞĐŚĂŶŝĐ͕�ŝŶ�
September 1942 he entered enlisted pilot training and upon grad-
ƵĂƟŽŶ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĂŶŬ�ŽĨ flight officer (the World War
II USAAF equivalent to warrant officer) and became a P-51 fighter 
pilot.

�ŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǁ Ăƌ͕�zĞĂŐĞƌ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�Ă�ƚĞƐƚ�ƉŝůŽƚ�ŽĨ�ŵĂŶǇ�ƚǇƉĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĂŝƌͲ
ĐƌĂŌ͕ �ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝŵĞŶƚĂů�ƌŽĐŬĞƚ-ƉŽǁ ĞƌĞĚ�ĂŝƌĐƌĂŌ͘ ��Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�Į ƌƐƚ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ƚŽ�Žĸ ĐŝĂůůǇ�ďƌĞĂŬ�
the sound barrier, on October 14, 1947, he flew the experimental Bell X-1 at Mach 1 at an
ĂůƟƚƵĚĞ�ŽĨ ϰϱ͕ ϬϬϬ�Ō (13,700 m). Although ^ĐŽƩ ��ƌŽƐƐĮ ĞůĚ was the first to fly faster than 
D ĂĐŚ�Ϯ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϱϯ ͕ �zĞĂŐĞƌ�ƐŚŽƌƚůǇ�ƚŚĞƌĞĂŌĞƌ�ƐĞƚ�Ă�ŶĞǁ �ƌĞĐŽƌĚ�ŽĨ�D ĂĐŚ�Ϯ͘ ϰϰ͘

Yeager later commanded fighter squadrons and wings in Germany, and in Southeast
Asia during the s ŝĞƚŶĂŵ�t Ăƌ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƵƚƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĂŶĐĞ�ƌĂƟŶŐƐ�ŽĨ�
those units he was promoted to brigadier general. Yeager's flying career spans more than 60 
years and has taken him to every corner of the globe, including the Soviet Union during the
height of the Cold War.
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TVSF Puzzle Corner
�ŝƌĐƌĂŌ��ŝƚƐ—Answers

Across

1. >ĞŌ�Žƌ�ZŝŐŚƚ

2. Instrument knowledge

3. By its self

4. Call sign

5. Who Flies

Down

1. In Front

2. Push

3. Feet on the ground

4. Stabiliser Tab

5. Flustered

6. �Ŷ�ƵƉůŝŌŝŶŐ�ƌĞĂƐŽŶ�

Word Search

AVRO

BULLDOG

CATALINA

CAMEL

FURY

NIMROD

RAPIDE

SWORDFISH

R U D D E R

N L

D E

E E V

S E N S O R R A

G C T F

N I A U T O P I L O T

O N R R A

S P E E D B I R D P

E I

P A S S E N G E R S

G

E

E P S I W X G I H T K V G T X

A D T W H Q D T S O C C X G A

Q P I E O J P B C C U A G X R

G G P P N R U C R S I T K B A

E U E W A L D H T R Y A Y Q Z

F K M X L R F F N V T L L J K

Q I S D D O R M I N B I E T A

Z U O L T Q K E W S K N M A W

Q G A U Y I C E F P H A A J G

L W E K O C C E Y W X L C D Q

X T K F F C C O N O S S B T O

S H X Y F R F X D B B P K R H

F U R Y L O S F I A E G V F V

O X V C N E C L D L H A M W E

K F O T C D T H M K G B G Z D
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Musings from my anonymous friend.

IDIOT SIGHTING 1
I went to the McDonalds' checkout and gave the girl a £5 note. My bill was £4.20, so I also

handed her a 20p piece.
She said, 'You gave me too much money'.
I said, ‘Yes I know, but this way you can just give me £1 back'. She sighed and went to get
the manager who asked me to repeat my request. I did so, and he handed me back the 20p
and said, 'We're sorry but we could not do that kind of thing'.
The girl then proceeded to give me back 80p in change.
Do not confuse the girls at McD's.

IDIOT SIGHTING 2
We had to have the garage door repaired. The Garador repairman told us that one of our

problems was that we did not have a 'large' enough motor on the opener.
/�ƚŚŽƵŐŚƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ŵŝŶƵƚĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁ Ğ�ŚĂĚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ŽŶĞ�' ĂƌĂĚŽƌ�ŵĂĚĞ�Ăƚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƟŵĞ͕�Ă�Ъ�
horsepower.
He shook his head and said, 'Lady, you need a ¼ horsepower'.
I responded that ½ was larger than ¼ and he said, 'No, it's not. Four is larger than two.'

We haven't used Garador repair since. Happened in Bromley, Kent.

IDIOT SIGHTING 3
I live in a semi-rural area.
We recently had a new neighbour call the Highways Department to request the removal of

the DEER CROSSING sign on our road.
The reason: 'Too many deer are being hit by cars out here! I don't think this is a good place

for them to be crossing any more'. Story from Crayford, Kent.

IDIOT SIGHTING 4
My daughter went to a local Kentucky Fried and ordered a Mexican taco. She asked the
ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ďĞŚŝŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽƵŶƚĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ΖŵŝŶŝŵƵŵ�ůĞƩ ƵĐĞΖ͘�, Ğ�ƐĂŝĚ�ŚĞ�ǁ ĂƐ�ƐŽƌƌǇ͕�ďƵƚ�ƚŚĞǇ�ŽŶůǇ�ŚĂĚ�
/ĐĞďĞƌŐ�ůĞƩ ƵĐĞ͘��&ƌŽŵ�' ŝůůŝŶŐŚĂŵ͕ �<ĞŶƚ

IDIOT SIGHTING 5
I was at the airport, checking in at the gate when an Irish airport employee asked, ‘Has any-
one put anything in your baggage without your knowledge?'.
I replied, 'If it was without my knowledge, how would I know?'.
He smiled knowingly and nodded, 'That's why we ask'. Happened at Luton Airport.

dŚĂƚ͛ Ɛ�Ăůů�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ŝƐƐƵĞ�ŽĨ�>/&d͕ �ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ŐĞƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌƟĐůĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŵĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǆƚ�ŝƐƐƵĞ͘
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